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The Search for the Silver Star
 

 

 

SSgt Arthur F. Kueker 

 

Brian Keuker is a man who found that his great uncle had been awarded the silver star 
for action in France, posthumously.  The family however, never knew that Arthur F. 
Kueker  had ever earned this important award. This started a quest for information 
about how and why it was awarded. 

His search ended with the formal presentation of the Sliver Star to SSgt. Arthur F. 
Kueker's two sisters and their family at the reunion in Little Rock in August of 2002  
years after he earned it. Major Generals Doughty and Bockel made the 
presentation. 

Brian tells here and on the following pages, how he acquired copies of the orders of the 
award to his relative which were issued in 1944. 

Reprinted here is the letter he sent to Stephen Ambrose at the D-Day museum, relating 
the story of how he learned about his relative. 

Brian also sends a list of the names of the people who were listed on the General Order that contained 
the citation of his uncle. He has the texts of each individual's citation.  
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 90th Division General Orders No 31 

 31-July-1944           

Last Name First Name Rank SN Grp Award ST 

Horvatin  John M Pvt 33683947 Inf Silver Star (POS) PA 

Kueker Arthur F SSgt 18070999 Inf Silver Star (POS) CO 

Chastain Hosea Pfc 34883203 Inf Silver Star TN 

Ludwig Herman H Sgt 37120745 Inf Silver Star NB 

Lustig Raymond W Cpl 36556163 CIC Silver Star MI 

Merrick Ralph B Capt 0391391? Inf Silver Star OH 

Miller Edgar R 2nd Lt 01320473 Inf Silver Star TX 

Tamaska Frank J Pfc 15338363 Med Dept Silver Star WV 

Vaux Lloyd P Pvt 12218456 MI Silver Star NY 

Allen Woodrow R Capt 0365316 Inf Bronze Star (POS) TX 

Levec Robert C Sgt 15322430 Inf Bronze Star (POS) OH 

Curtis James E Tec 5 36864234 Med Dept Bronze Star MI 

Gowen George A Pfc 33442446 FA Bronze Star VA 

King Grover C 1st Lt 0449492 Inf Bronze Star MS 

Spath George F 1st Lt 01322726 Inf Bronze Star OK 

Taylor Paul E Cpl 31219188 FA Bronze Star ME 

Dick Orval E Pvt 20535839 FA Bronze Star KY 

Hollandsworth Clarence Pvt 35876545 FA Bronze Star OH 

Ward Melvin E Pvt 35116702 Inf Bronze Star OH 

Doebler A.C. Pvt 36879047 Med Dept Bronze Star MI 

Boerger Frederick J Tec 5 35677090 Ord Dept Soldier's Medal OH 

Bocka Andrew J. Jr. Pvt 33309796 MP Purple Heart PA 
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The Keuker Family at the 2002 Reunion 
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The Horvath Connection 

By JOANN SELTZER 
    Courier-Express Staff Writer 
  
    ST. MARYS, PA. It didn't matter that PFC John M. Horvatin wasn’t fighting in World War II by choice. 
When duty called, he answered by giving all he had including his life for his comrades. Today, he is 
recognized by family and friends as one of America's heroes. 
  
    Horvatin, a St. Marys resident, and Staff Sgt. Arthur F. Kueker of Colorado, both members of the 357th 
Infantry Regiment, 90th Infantry division, became heroes during World War II. They sacrificed their own 
lives trying to disarm a machine gun and a mortar with their bayonets to help their fellow soldiers when 
they ran out of hand grenades. Both of the men died on the battlefield in France on June 14, 1944. 
  
    Last year, Brian Kueker, who had always been interested in military history, was reading about his 
family history around the same time he was avidly reading books about the personal stories of soldiers. 
While looking at some family history he had been given, Kueker discovered that his grandfather’s cousin, 
Arthur Kueker, had been killed while serving in World War II. 
  
    Little did he know that his search to learn more about his relative would lead him to St. Marys to help 
another family learn more about their loved one. 
  
    While researching Arthur Kueker’s death, Brian Kueker learned that Arthur had two surviving sisters, 
Clara and Esther Kueker. Brian Kueker had written to the American Battle Monuments Commission to get 
a picture of the grave of a U.S. servicemen buried overseas. 
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    Once he received the two copies he requested, Brian Kueker was so impressed with them he thought 
one of Arthur Kueker’s sisters may like the second copy. While corresponding with Clara Kueker, Brian 
Kueker learned that she had sent money to have a floral wreath placed on her brother’s grave. 
  
    “Then she said something that was stunning to say the least. She said that she and Esther almost fell 
off their chairs when they saw the American Battle Monuments Commission print out showing that Arthur 
had received the Silver Star for gallantry in action against an enemy of the United States while involved in 
a military operation, 58 years later,” Brian Kueker said. 
  
    She said no one in her family had ever mentioned a Silver Star. Surprised by the news, Brian Kueker 
looked further into the event that lead to the death of Arthur Kueker and learned he had died with 
Horvatin, and he began to wonder if the Horvatin family had been left in the dark about their loved one 
receiving a Silver Star. 
  
    “I thought it was so nice that he was concerned about the Horvatin family,” Mary Seeyle, Hovatin’s 
sister said. “We had found out right away about the Silver Star.” 
  
    A half a century later, Seeyle still remembers the day her family found out about her brother’s fate as if 
it was yesterday. 
  
    “I was working at the Market Basket when my cousin, who was staying with us at the time, called and 
said I had to come home right away,” Seeyle said. “I wanted to know why, but she wouldn’t tell me.” 
  
    After explaining to her boss that she had to leave, Seeyle walked to the A&P to ask a friend for a ride 
home. 
  
    “Right away, I knew what happened. I could hear them wailing and I knew something had happened to 
Johnny,” she said. “It was quite an experience I’ll never forget the cries coming out of the house.” 
  
    The relatives of those lost may never know if their loved ones had volunteered to for the dangerous 
mission, but both carried it out with all they had. 
  
    “I would think they probably asked for volunteers,” Seeyle said. “Although John was never a dare devil 
or anything like that he was just a nice kid. And I think his friends looked up to him.” 
  
    “I have to wonder what makes men do extraordinary things at times like these,” Brian Kueker said. 
  
    Seeyle will always remember her brother, who was just two years older than her, as still being the boy 
teasing her a few months before the mission while on furlough. She said she'll remember him for his 
bravery during a time when his country needed him the most and that, although he was young, he had 
become a man. 
  
    Both Horvatin and Kueker also received the Purple Heart. The Silver Star was awarded to the two men 
for gallantry and aggressiveness and making the continued success of their unit possible. 
  
  
  
  

 


